
A Special Education Policy for Districts Covered by Article 
371-J (Kalyana Karnataka) and Similar Underdeveloped 
Areas in the State 

 

Article 371 J is an enabling provision under the Constitution of India 
which assures the rights of the people in the area/s covered in 
education and employment. In Karnataka, 6 northern districts of 
Hyderabad-Karnatak region have been brought under this special 
provision viz., Bidar, Kalburgi, Yadgir, Raichur, Koppal and 
Bellary. Other disadvantaged areas/talukas of the state may also be 
covered under the proposal but by separate state funds outside those 
specially earmarked for the six 371 J districts 

To translate the constitutional provisions into a special education 
policy package is proposed here i.e, the outcomes of both the 
educational institutions and skill training centers are targeted for 
transformation, as instruments of socio-economic change in the 
region. It is noteworthy that both education and employment have an 
intertwining relationship, with each one individually and 
synergistically produce desirable outcomes i.e., acquisition of 
academic competence as well as skills/expertise to become 
productive citizen. 

The special package proposed here include language empowerment, 
skill development centers, skill infused undergraduate degree courses 
with enhanced employability, novel student support system, women 
empowerment, promotion of innate talents in sports and performing 
arts, online education to deprived persons. 

Skill Development Centers: Each of the 6 districts may have a 
specially designed Skill Development Center (SDC). Specially 
designed courses for the following may be offered: 

a. For uneducated      stream 

b. For school dropouts 

 



c. For 10th standard and/or 12th standard (PUC) qualified students 

d. For graduates – incubation centers, venture capital, self employment 
channels, 

e. Civil Services Training Academy (by experts trained by Rao's Study 
Circle, New Delhi and such reputed institutes) 

f. Special training programmes for Divyang (disabled) 

g. Disaster management skills 
 

Language empowerment: A Center for International Languages is 
envisaged with following functions: 

a. To be located in any one of the 6 districts, strategically selected for 
maximum impact 

b. A basket of selected languages (Kannada, Hindi, English, Sanskrit 
and one other int. language (French, Spanish, Chinese, German, 
Arabic etc) could be offered by the center for its empowerment 
programmes. 

c. Offer courses to school teachers (teach the teachers) to train and 
sensitize them in emerging methods of language teaching and 
learning processes 

d. Serve as a Resources Center in association with National/global 
language institutions for design and development of 
schools/university curricula in languages 

e. A learning resource for aspirants of civil services 

Undergraduate degree courses with enhanced employment 
opportunities: Conventional 3-subject combinations to be replaced by 
introducing at least one subject with enhanced employment 
opportunities. Liberal Arts graduate programmes (western model) and 
CBCS system providing for students to select subjects across the 
disciplines could be utilized for the purpose. Courses in performing 
arts and physical education may also be offered to make the full 
spectrum of choices to the students, on par with those in urban area 
institutions. 

Novel student support systems: Each of the 6 districts may be 
allotted 500 Special Student Merit Fellowships (total 3000). The 
awardees may carry these fellowships to pursue their studies in any 
part of Karnataka. This measure would remove the conventional 
scholarships awarded to students after admission to a local 



institution. Thus meritorious students from backward region are also 
given an opportunity to study in best of institutions in the state. Any 
constraints in admission rules may be removed by suitable 
amendments or making a special provision. 

Take the teaching-learning activities to 21st century 
standards: In addition to standard class room equipment (smart 
boards, power point presentation facilities, Wi- Fi savvy campus etc., 
efforts should be made to provide EduSAT connectivity to the 
teaching learning activities. Presently, only VTU has this capability; 
it should be extended to the institutions of this region also. Necessary 
infrastructural changes may be made. This measure would remove 
technology related disadvantages to the learning activities in the 
region and also demonstrates government's sincere efforts to reach out 
to the students. 

Sports Academy: Each district may have sports academy 
(existing ones may be strengthened) to promote innate talents in 
sports. The academy would function as a resources center for all 
education institutions in the district to guide sports related activities. 
In addition to conventional sports events, courses to develop a 
holistic, competitive spirit, online courses on sports ethics, sports 
nutrition, sports psychology,  

Yoga, and leadership and HR may be offered by the academy. Health 
awareness and Yoga training programmes to general public would add 
a new dimension to the activities of the academy. 

State Federation of Commerce and Industry should be taken 
into confidence to orient the activities of the skill development center 
towards assured employment/placement 

Relevance to NEP: 

Consistent with the overarching policy of transformational 
changes NEP reaches out to extend equitable and inclusive education 
to all children, of all sections of society (see section 6). As one of the 
key extensions of this policy, Socially and Economically 
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) have been identified for special 
attention as a curative measure 

The SEDGs can be broadly categorised based on gender 
identities, socio-cultural identities, geographical identities, 
disabilities, and socio-economic conditions (such as children of 
migrants, children from low income households, children in 



vulnerable situations, victims of or children of victims of trafficking, 
orphans including child beggars in urban areas and the urban poor). 

In view of the above, NEP unequivocally recommends that 
“certain regions of the country with large populations from SEDGs 
should be declared Special Education Zones (SEZs), where all the 
extant schemes and policies have been implemented to the maximum 
through additional concerted efforts and funding from the Centre and 
States in order to truly change the educational landscape of these 
Zones.” 

Some related quotes are given below to understand the contextual 
backdrop of this far reaching policy initiative: 

“The education system must aim to benefit all of India's children 
so that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel because of 
the circumstances of birth or background. Education is the single 
greatest tool for achieving social justice and equality. Inclusive and 
equitable education… . Unfortunately, prejudice and bias, based on 
gender, social and economic status, and disabilities, among other 
factors compound the social cleavages that deprive people from 
education, compounding the social social cleavages and therefore 
growth of the nation.” 

6.2. While successive government policies have made steady 
progress towards bridging gender and social category gaps in all 
levels of school education, large disparities still remain - especially 
at the secondary level..” 

While overall enrolments in schools decline steadily from Grade 
1 to Grade 12 particularly in SEDGs. The decline in SEDGs' 
enrolment in higher education is even steeper. 

 

6.5 In particular, the policy of targeted financial support to 
students and incentives to parents to send their children to schools to 
SEDGs is in consonance with and fully endorses the 
recommendations of the Rights of People with Disabilities Act, 2016. 

Schools having quality early childhood care and education reap 
the greatest dividends for children who come from families that are 
socially or economically disadvantaged. Meanwhile, the hiring of 
counsellors and teachers that work with and connect students, 
parents, schools, and teachers in order to improve attendance and 
learning outcomes have been found to be especially effective for 
children in urban poor areas. 



6.7. Certain geographical areas contain significantly larger 
proportions of SEDGs. Also, there are geographical locations which 
have been identified as aspirational districts, which require special 
interventions for promoting their educational development. 

6.8. The policy additionally recognises the special and critical 
role that women play in society and in shaping social mores - not only 
in their own generation but in the next one; therefore, providing a 
quality education to girls is the best way to increase the education 
levels for these SEDGs not just in the present but also in future 
generations. The policy thus recommends that the policies and 
schemes designed to uplift students from SEDGs should be especially 
targeted towards girls in these SEDGs. 

6.9. In addition, the Government of India will constitute a 
'Gender-Inclusion Fund' to build the nation's capacity to provide a 
quality and equitable education for all girls as well as transgender 
students. The fund will be available to States to implement 
priorities determined by the central government critical for assisting 
women and girls and transgender students in gaining access to 
education (such as the provisions of sanitation and toilets, bicycles, 
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transfers etc.); funds will also enable states to support and scale 
effective community-based interventions that address local context-
specific barriers to girls and transgender students' access to and 
participation in a quality education. Similar 'Inclusion Fund' 
schemes will also be developed to address analogous access issues 
for other SEDGs. 

In essence, this policy aims to eliminate any remaining disparity 
in access to education and vocational training for children from any 
gender or any under- represented group. ing the standard of Jawahar 
Navodaya Vidyalayas – in school locations where students may have 
to come from particularly far, and/or for students who come from 
disadvantaged sections 

6.10. Free boarding facilities in the form of hostels will be built – 
match economic backgrounds, with suitable arrangements for the 
safety of all children, especially girls (e.g., girls' hostels would be 
separate and secure and have female wardens, security guards, and 
boundary walls). Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas will be 
strengthened and expanded to increase the participation in quality 



schools (up to Grade 12) of girls from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds. Additional Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas 
and Kendriya Vidyalayas will be built around the country, especially in 
aspirational districts, Special Education Zones and disadvantaged 
areas, to increase high -quality educational opportunities in every area 
of India. Pre-school sections will be added to Kendriya Vidyalayas and 
other primary schools around the nation, particularly in disadvantaged 
areas. 

Analytical Comments: 

My recommendation for an exclusive education policy, for the 6 
districts of north Karnataka coming under Article 371-J (Gulbarga, 
Yadgir, Bidar, Raichur, Koppal and Bellary) and similar regions in 
other parts of Karnataka, should be understood in the light of NEPs 
recommendations to establish Special Education Zones (SEZs). 

• Government of India has invoked special constitutional provision 
of Art 371-J to bring these 6 districts for special status entitling 
them for targeted support for development in Education and 
Health. 

• Therefore, there are no impediments for considering these 6 
districts (Kalyana Karnataka) as a SEZ. 

• Karnataka also has other parts of, albeit in small pockets and not 
contiguous as the Kalyana Karnataka region but qualify for SEZ 
support. They may be considered by invoking the cluster concept 
to help the SEDGs of these regions. 

• In addition to the support listed by NEP for the SEZs (Sec 6.10), 
Kalyana Karnataka and other similar regions of the state may be 
extended support in the form of Skill Development Centers, 
Teachers Academy, Sports Facilities, Center for International 
languages, School of Performing Arts and employment enhanced 
undergraduate courses in all its HEIs, as envisaged by NEP and 
discussed in chapter 4 – Employment enhanced UG Degree 
courses, in this report. 

• In addition to the student support package envisaged by NEP for 
SEZs, special merit fellowships for the students may be extended 
to enable them to study in any institution of the state. 



Recommendations: 

1. State government should take all the steps to declare Kalyana 
Karnataka and other similar regions as SEZs 

2. They may be extended all the benefits listed in the NEP (section 
10.6) to realize the objectives. 

 


